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EDITOR’S NOTE 
KAITLYN AMANULLAH 
YASTIKA SINGH 

Dear Readers, 

We are proud yet saddened to introduce our very last 

newspaper of the 2019-2020 school year. We are proud of 

the quality reporting that this edition provides, however 

we as the editors are experiencing a bittersweet moment. 

We will be moving on to high school next year and will 

miss our entire staff and our supervisor Ms. Ament 

greatly. The newspaper club has meant a lot to us during 

our time at Memorial. To us, the newspaper club has been 

a sanctuary to express our inner ideas through beautiful 

writing while sharing the newest stories in our community 

with our readers. We have grown up in the club and 

always looked up to the past editors which is why it was 

an honor for us to take over the role. We have seen the 

newspaper club grow as well and expand and we hope that 

it will continue to draw more inspiring journalists. Both 

Ms. Riviera and Ms. Ament have done a great job with the 

club and we loved being a part of it for so long. To new 

and aspiring members, we recommend joining this club as 

it will have a great impact on your school career as it did 

ours.  Please enjoy this last newspaper edition of the year 

and stay safe. 

 

The Power of  
“Together Through Music” 

YASTIKA SINGH 

Science has proven by now that music has the 
ability to improve mood. That is why it is so 
important and amazing that Memorial School 
is holding a virtual concert on June 3, even 
amidst the coronavirus pandemic. The theme 
of the concert was ingeniously picked as 
“Together Through Music”. Mr. Schaefer, our 
school’s hardworking and talented music 
teacher, has worked tirelessly to piece together 
a show that will be unforgettable. The concert 
is set to feature songs played by Memorial 
School’s bands, which meet during school 
hours, the jazz band, a club which met after 
school before the closure, and Memorial 
School’s choir, which meets during school 
hours. In fact, this concert will be the first 
spring concert that the newly formed jazz 
band, which made its debut at the beginning of 
the year, will play in. 

The process behind the assembling of this 
concert in particular, has been a little… 
different than most. Of course, in-person 
practice sessions in school and rehearsals were 
left out of the question the moment New 
Jersey officials announced school was 
officially closed for the rest of the year. This is 
where a touch of creativity was required. Mr. 
Schaefer asked students in the bands to record 
themselves playing one song each week and 
then turn in the recording on Google 
Classroom. The choir students were asked to 
do the same thing. Then, Mr. Schaefer used 
digital means of aligning the different  

 

instruments playing, to compile one version of 
each song that included all the students playing 
or singing. The students in band and choir have 
been working throughout the past few weeks, 
recording themselves multiple times to get a 
recording that was perfect. They even met for 
instrument lessons once a week over Zoom to 
learn from Mr. Schaefer, just as they used to in 
school. 

The purpose of 
this special 
concert is to 
unite the 
community in 
an event to 
spread smiles 
and hope in a 
tumultuous 
time. As Mr. 
Schaefer himself said, “One of the great things 
about music is the power it has to bring us 
together. Even though we are physically 
separated at this time, I hope this virtual 
concert will bring our students and Woodland 
Park family together in a way only possible 
through music. I also felt it was important for 
our students to have something to work toward 
and be proud of at the end of the year. This 
concert will showcase their amazing talents 
and the hard work they've put in all year long.” 
June 3 will be a day to celebrate how far 
Memorial School and our whole community 
have come since the beginning of this 
pandemic and of all the things that we have to 
smile for.  
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AFTER QUARANTINE 

Unique Places to Travel to After 
Quarantine 

 

POETRY 

CORNER 
 

AMY MOYA 

A Walk at the Beach 
The azure blue water ripples close by 

And birds soar into full flight 

Grains of sand are felt beneath me 

And the stars gleam so bright 

 

When the Sun Sets 
A radiance of yellow, orange, and red light 

awaits me 

On the mountainside 

It’s a painting of nature, one with infinite beauty 

What an appealing sight 

 

The City on the Sea 
A vacation to Venice, the city on the sea 

Is all I wish for my summer to be 

Houses float by the Grand Canal 

Boats rides on the bay 

Water nearly completely surrounding me 

What a lovely day 

 

KAITLYN AMANULLAH 

1. Dongchuan Red Land in Kunming, China-  The Dongchuan Red Land is 
frequently visited by tourists and backpackers 
because of its beautiful scenery. It has even 
been called, “the most striking and distinctive 
in the world.” The red lands extend for about 
30 miles (50 kilometers) and is free to the 
public. Furthermore, before even arriving to 
the red lands, you can observe some of 
China’s unique scenery. To explain, you will 
see wildlife such as goats and oxen, original 

horse-drawn carriages, and local minorities in which you can stop and take 
pictures with. There are even different sections of the red lands that have 
interesting names such as, “Sunset Valley”, “River Snail Bay”, and “Music 
Hollow”. In addition, there are specific times of year that are best for the 
photography of the red lands. When visiting in May/June, the red lands are very 
vibrant and have no crops growing yet. When visiting in the fall, there will be 
crops growing and flowers. As you can see, the Dongchuan Red Land in China 
is a very unique and beautiful place to visit when we are able. 

2. Glass Beach in Fort Bragg, California- This one of a kind beach is covered in 
an abundance of sea glass that has been weathered and is safe to walk on with 
bear feet. To add, there is an incredible history behind how this beach came to 
be. In the 20th century, the people 
living in Fort Bragg dumped their 
trash over cliffs and ended up in the 
ocean. However, none of this 
garbage was taken out to sea 
because of the unique rock 
formations that allowed everything 
to stay on the beach. The intense 
waves pounded the glass and made 
the smooth pieces on the beach 
today. Eventually the people realized this and burned the remainder of the trash, 
but the sea glass was left behind. This unlikely instance created the clear, 
brown, green and some rare colored sea glass that are found on the beaches. 
However, you are not allowed to take them home after visiting. To conclude, 
this beach is filled with beautiful sea glass and seeing it for yourself after 
quarantine would be incredible.  

3. Lake Hillier on Middle Island, Australia- If you are taking a trip to Australia 
any time soon, visiting Lake Hillier is a must. 
This lake is bright pink in color, similar to a 
bubblegum shade. In addition, Lake Hillier is 
just as salty as the dead sea! This phenomenon 
is caused by the very high salinity of the water 
reacting to algae, halobacteria, and other 
microbes. The lake is safe to swim in, however 
it is extremely hard to get permission to visit, 

and pretty much impossible for tourists. But, you can observe through a 
helicopter or plane ride above it. In conclusion, Pink Lake Hillier in Australia is 
beautiful to look at and the scientific reasoning behind the color makes it even 
more interesting. 
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STUDENT LIFE 

What Makes a Good Character Design? 
MOHAMMED ABUALOAF 

If you think about it, relating to a fictional character is a 
strange thing to do. All they are is a group of abstract 
personality traits all tied together to a visual symbol that 
our brain interprets as another living thing. That symbol 
is their character design. Character design is one of the 
most subjective areas in media, as what kind of design 
one will relate to varies from person-to-person. Think 
about it like this: a character design is a solution to a 
problem, an answer to a question. So how do we 
express a fictional personality as a real person? Well 
then, let me introduce you to the world of semiotics. To 
oversimplify it, semiotics is the study of symbols and 
how different visual objects come together to create 
meaning. Let’s combine a pillow, a mattress, a quilt, 
and a bed-frame. Alone they have little meaning, but 
together they create the concept of a bed, along with the 
cultural and societal context of a bed and everything a 
bed is associated with. This is the same with character 
design. If we take a blank character and give it an 
astronaut helmet, will you interpret the character as 
someone wearing an astronaut helmet or as an 
astronaut? Your brain will most likely interpret the 
latter. Basically, all character design is a combination of 
visual signifiers placed on a character. The more 
specific the signifiers are, the more we can infer about 
our character. 

As an example, let’s break apart one of the most iconic 
Japanese character designs, Jotaro Kujo from Jojo’s 
Bizarre Adventure: Stardust Crusaders (pictured to the 
side). First off, we can see that Jotaro is much taller than
the average person and seems to be in great shape due to
his narrow waist  

 
 
and muscular frame. But he also wears his 
signature coat, or a gakuran. A gakuran is the 
school uniform common among Japanese high 
school students. Despite his adult-like 
appearance, Jotaro is still a high schooler. There 
is also much symbolism in the gakuran, too. It’s 
associated with the delinquent culture of 70’s 
and 80’s Japan that became very popular in 
manga that it spawned its own sub-genre. Jotaro 
wearing the gakuran like he does, along with an 
army green shirt underneath, speaks to his 
identity as a delinquent. He has also customized 
his uniform with a long golden chain, saying a 
lot about his rebellious nature and disregard for 
authority. The two colorful belts say that he 
takes pride in his appearance. Then comes the 
hat, which bathes his eyes in shadows and makes 
his thousand-yard stare ever more intimidating 
while also adding to his mystery. At the back of 
the cap it seems to blend in with Jotaro’s hair. 
This is likely due to a tear at the back of the hat, 
and this works because it sells the fact that Jotaro 
gets into a lot of fights. Finally comes the small 
golden hand on the hat. This symbol has a 
double meaning. It’s the symbol of 
“Abhayamudrā,” a symbol of fearlessness and 
protection against evil in many Indian regions. 
As much as a rebel Jotaro is, he has a heroic side 
too. And so, from this seemingly simple 
character design, we have been able to infer SO 
MUCH information! Most of this is likely unable 
to be interpreted at a first glance, but it’s 
interesting to look at  

 
 

just how much information is coded into this 
design. It all come together to depict Jotaro as 
more of a man that I could ever dream of being. 

In conclusion, it’s sad to see how video games 
and TV shows these days usually just focus on 
making the character look cool instead of 
pushing the traits that make the character unique. 
Character design can be a very powerful 
storytelling tool that captivates the viewer to see 
their favorite character travel through life and 
isn’t just a driving point for selling merchandise. 
I hope that after reading this and going to high 
school, you’ll be able to make your characters 
better than you could have thought of! 

STUDENT LIFE 

Kid’s Choice Awards 
AVA BEIRNE 

On May 2, 2020 the 11th annual “Nickelodeon Kids Choice 
Awards'' were held. The first Kids Choice awards premiered 
in 1988, however, it did not become an annual tradition 
until 2009. The awards contain categories such as favorite 
reality show, favorite TV show, favorite movie, favorite 
cartoon, favorite male social star, and more.  Winners are 
all chosen by kids.  

This year, the Kids Choice Awards were a little different 
than usual. For the first time ever, the event was held 
virtually. Nickelodeon star Victoria Justice hosted the 
awards show from her house.. She is the first female to ever 
host this event. She became famous for her  

 
 
 

roles as Lola Martinez in Zoey 101, Jordan Sands in 
The Boy Who Cried Werewolf, and her starring role 
as Tori Vega in the hit show Victorious. In addition 
to Victoria Justice, all the other participants in the 
show were also featured from their homes, instead of 
being in a theater.  All winners gave speeches 
videoed from their home while all award blimps were 
sent to each winner’s house.  Musical performances 
took place in individual homes as well.  This year 
also featured a tribute to the 10 year anniversary of 
the Nickelodeon show, Victorious. 

 

 

There were a number of Award winners throughout the 
event.  Ariana Grande won for favorite female artist, Jace 
Norman won for favorite TV actor, Millie Bobby Brown 
won for favorite TV actress, and so much more. There 
was a performance by Asher Angel singing his new song 
called “All Day.” Annie Leblanc made blimp cookies. 
Nickelodeon even sent slime into Outer Space! The show 
ended with Victoria Justice and her sister, Madison, 
getting slimed.  

The 2020 Kids Choice Awards were very different, but 
they were special. Over 2.4 million people watched the 
show. Host Victoria Justice announced that Nickelodeon 
generously donated 1 million dollars to No Kid Hungry to
help feed children affected by the coronavirus. The event 
will definitely be remembered for many years to come. 
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QUARANTINE LIFE 

Front Line Workers 
AAYAAN MALIK  

 
This time is very hard for us since we are quarantined and a lot of people are sick from COVID-19. While we are safe and staying home as much as 
possible, many people are outside helping the sick and working to keep our community up and running. Doctors, nurses, employees in the grocery 
stores, mailmen, and DPW workers are all still working everyday.  They can get the virus easily because they are risking exposure everyday. 
 
Essential staff behind the front lines are working selflessly for others. They are helping to keep the public safe and to ensure access to goods and 
services. Doctors and nurses are working day and night for all of us to be healthy and safe. They are selflessly putting others first before themselves. 
Not only in the medical field, but in other community jobs people are also risking their lives just to keep the community moving.  For example, 
mailmen are delivering our packages while garbage collectors continue to pick up the garbage.  These people cannot work from home and deserve a 
shout out as well. 
 
Everyone should take a moment to say thank you to the thousands of grocery store workers, nurses, healthcare workers, and food processing workers 
who are on the front lines every day to make sure communities have the food, supplies and medical care that we need to get through the impact of 
this virus. These workers are holding our communities and our economy together right now.  The least anyone could do is say thank you and support 
each other during this trying time.  
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